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A Publication of St. Mary Magdalene Episcopal Church 

A Community Celebrating and Sharing God’s Love 
December 2006 

 

                      From the Rector: 
 
 
'A community celebrating and sharing God's love'.  It's our St. Mary Magdalene mission statement, and 
the vestry has been trying to listen to God to live into it in a deeper and broader way.  That journey has 
led us through some home meetings in the summer of 2005 in which three things rose to the surface as 
foci for our mission: 

1.  To continue our emphasis on outreach and to try to improve the way we do things (worship, 
welcoming guests, youth ministry, programs, and the like) in the midst of the space/staff constraints of a 
growing congregation) 

2.  To explore the possibility of expanding our current facility--for education, for social events like dinners, 
for walking the labyrinth, for storage, and so forth. 

3.  To explore the possibility of planting a new congregation, so that our emphasis on community, 
celebration and sharing might touch more lives. 
 
Earlier this year the vestry commissioned three task forces to explore each of these three 'mission' 
opportunities.  What would they involve? What are some of the risks/costs associated with each?  What 
are some of the pros & cons? 

The task forces have completed their work and reported to the vestry in October.  In receiving these 
reports it was clear what a talented group of people we have in this parish; each of the task forces did 
outstanding work.  We discovered some things about our common life that were surprising and 
challenging, and  we have  learned much about what goes into expanding our facility and starting another 
congregation.  The Vestry has met once since receiving the task force reports, and we haven't made any 
decisions; we've been listening and praying. 

Our next step is to share this information with you.  Our plan is to present executive summaries of each 
of the task force reports at our annual meeting on January 28, 2007.  Following this there will be a parish 
meeting to present the central recommendations of each task force report in more detail with an 
opportunity for questions and answers.  We hope to get input from virtually everyone in the parish 
regarding our direction. 

Implementing one or more of the recommendations from the task forces will be our work for the next few 
years; these are long-term plans and commitments that may well take us into the next ten years of our 
life together to complete.  Our hope is to have some clarity about what God is calling us to do, and then 
to be faithful in responding.  It's a combination of patience and activity, of trying some things and 
evaluating them, and looking at all of them through the lens of God's love and presence through 
'community', 'celebration', and 'sharing'. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Mike 
  
 
 
 
 



 
 

         
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Youth Group News 
 
 
  
 
 

St. Mary Mag dalene 
Episcopal Ch urch 

4775 C ambridg e Street 
Boulder, CO 80 301 

Rector 
Rev. Mike Houlik 
Associate R ector 

Fel icia SmithG raybeal 
Deacon 

Rev. Rhoads Hol low ell 
Children’s Minister 

Dennis Mulcare 
Youth Min ister 
Kim Hollow el l 

Administrativ e Assistant 
Kim Frey mil ler 

 
Saturday 

5:00 pm Euch arist Service 
Sunday 

8:00 am Euch arist Service 
9:00 am A dult F orum 

10:00 am Euch arist Service 
 

www.stmary mag dalene.org 

Office Phone: 30 3-5 30-1 421 
Fax: 30 3-530-7596 

Office Email:  
off ice@stmary magdalene.org 

Office Hours 
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Wo r sh i p  Co m m i t t ee N o t es 
 
For Advent, beginning the weekend of  
December 2 & 3, there are a variety of things 
planned: 

 We will begin using the Revised Common 
Lectionary, rather than the lectionary in the 
Book of Common Prayer. 

 We'll be using some other Taize chants in the 
liturgies  

 The adult forum classes in December will meet 
in the library, rather than in the nave.  We hope 
this will allow our worship space to be quieter 
prior to services beginning. 

 We will be having our announcement time at 
the end of the service, rather than in the middle 
of the service. 

 There will be a period of silence after the 
sermon to reflect on both the sermon & the 
lessons which preceded it. 

 There will be one service on Sunday morning, 
December 24 at 9:00 am, rather than our usual 
service times of 8 am & 10 am. 

 We will be using form 2 of the prayers of the 
people, replacing form 4. 

 
Christmas Eve and Day 
services are as follows: 

 
Christmas Eve 

Sunday, December 24 
4:30 pm, 7:00 pm, 10:00 pm 

Christmas Day 
Monday, December 25 

9:00 am 
 
If you have questions or comments for the worship 
committee, please contact Mike Houlik, Jane 
Rogers, Joel McKeeCooper, Christina McNamara, 
Robin Hart, or Dennis Mulcare. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                

A d u l t  Fo r u m  
D ec em b er  

  
To close out the year for Adult Forum,  
Lyle SmithGraybeal will be facilitating a  
series on Personal Relationship with God  
and Prayer and Scripture. 
  

Listening with God: 
Prayers and Pray-ers in Scripture 

facilitated by Lyle SmithGraybeal 

December 3 - Prayer and the Hebrew  
                       Scriptures 
December 10 - Psalms: The Prayer Book of  
                         the Bible 
December 17 - Prayer and the Christian  
                         Scriptures 
  
Hope to see you at the Adult Forum, each 
Sunday 9am in the Sanctuary. 
  
Shalom, 
Adult Forum Planning Committee 
  
 

Sa ve t h e D a t e!  

Wom en Õs Ret r ea t  
Ma r ch  9 , 10, 11, 2007 

a t  St . Ma l o  i n  Al l en spa r k  

                    Ch r i st m a s  
             Pa g ea n t    

              D ec em b er  1 7  
             5 : 3 0  pm  

  
The children of St. Mary Magdalene will 
be presenting this year’s rendition of the 
traditional Christmas story on December 17 
at 5:30 pm. The pageant will include a 
musical performance in a dinner theater 
format. Our youth group will serve each 
course between acts. If you plan to attend, 
please sign up to bring a dish to share and 
prepare for a fun evening! 
  
Looking forward to sharing this Christmas 
event with you, 
  
Laura Morreale 
 

Fr om  t h e book k eeper É  

Just a year end reminder that all donations 
to St. Mary Magdalene for the 2006 
calendar year must be received at the 
church by midnight December 31, 2006 or 
be postmarked on or before the last day of 
the year to be posted in our books as a 
2006 donation. If the amount remaining of 
your 2006 pledge is $100 or more (and you 
do not make automatic deposits), you will 
receive a reminder statement during the 
first week of December. Remember that 
you can always make gifts to special 
accounts as part of your year-end giving. 
Just mark your gift with the designated 
account noted in the memo Line. 

Some possibilities: 
Clergy discretionary funds 
Outreach Grant Funds 
Endowment Fund for Outreach 
Building Fund 
Colorado Haiti Project 
Juarez Mission Trip 
 
If you have questions about your year-end 
giving, you may call Leslie Harvison at 
(303)581-9227. 
 
 

                     La byr i n t h  
        
                         The indoor  labyrinth will be  
                         set up to walk this Advent   
                         on the first three Wednesdays 
in December from 7-9pm.  (December 6, 13, 
& 20)  There will be candles and chant; it's a 
great way to spend an evening in Advent not 
shopping. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Church Family 
 
 
 
Gene Francis' mother, Violet Wallace, died at Manor Care.  There will be a service 
to celebrate her life on Saturday afternoon, December 9, at St Mary Magdalene.   
The time of the service has not been determined, but we will let you know as soon 
as it's planned. 
 
 
 
 
 

                 

December Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
1 Larry Royds 
2 Ian McKinley Mulcare 
3 Hannah Driscoll, Bonnell Frost 
6 Ric Vertuca, Don Martinson 
7 John Cooper 
8 Nicholas Kapela, Axel Manica, Scott Hering 
9 Mindy Buzas 
10 Sean Nesbitt 
11 Allison Reid, Tom Godfrey 
12 Miriam Peters 
13 Richard Delaney, John Metzger 
14 Jane Rogers, Gavin Osborn 
15 Robin Guilford, Jere Freeman 
16 Jean Dougherty, Matthew Kachensky 
17 Colleen Conant 
22 Brianna Poley 
24 Rick Dauer 
25 Betty Frost 
26 Megan Herring 
29 Tim Beaton, Meg Thornbury, Deborah Royds, Katy Schmoll 
 
22 Bonnel & Betty Frost 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Godly Play Gazette 
   December 2006      by Dennis Mulcare 

                  Godly Play  
 
We have been traveling with the people of 
God through the desert searching for the 
elusive presence of God. We have received 
the Ten Best Ways to Live, seen the tent for 
the ark and built Solomon's temple. 
 
Our schedule for the next month is this: 
 
Dec. 3 Road to Bethlehem/Glorious 
Impossible 
 
Dec. 10 Road to Bethlehem 
 
Dec. 17 Road to Bethlehem 
 
Dec. 24 The Christmas Story   
PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE GODLY 
PLAY AT 9:00 a.m. 
 
               

 
 

The Children's Pageant  
is well on it's way as the children 
and adults have been working hard 
in preparation. Thanks to all 
involved with this great St. 
Mary's holiday tradition. 
 
Speaking of tradition.... We 
will once again have the 
presentation of the creche at the 
4:30 service Christmas Eve. I 
need several  volunteers to help 
bring up the figures. If I have 
enough volunteers we can have the 
presentation at the 7:00 service 
as well. If your child is interested 
in participating please let me 
know. 
 

The Labyrinth  
will be available for a special family 
walk at 6:00 on December 13. 
Children are invited to walk the 
labyrinth. Afterwards we will have 
hot chocolate and pizza for all. 
Please let me know if you can 
attend. 
 

Thanks … to all who came to our 
Thanksgiving feast. It was nice to be 
a community sharing and thanking 
God for all our wonderful gifts. 
 



 
November Outreach accomplishments: 

1. Blood drive with St. Benedict Health and Healing Ministry with Bonfils 
Blood bank on Nov 19th. 

2. Hogar Infantil collection submitted.  We only collected items for 3 weeks 
time, perhaps next year we would do better if we do the collection for a 
total of 4 weeks. 

 
SMM Outreach plans for December and January: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   

Treasurer ’s Update 
 
Below are the Plate and Pledge numbers for 
October of 2006.   
 
                                      Plate               Pledge 
October Budget          $1685               $27,703 
October Actual             2764                38,373 
 
2006 Year to Date       $14,278         $270,431  
         Budget                        
2006 Year to Date        22,176             277,310 
         Actual 
With total year to date Plate and Pledge being 
ahead of budget, SMM now enjoys a positive 
cash balance over our plan of almost $6000. 
 
It is not too late to sign up for electronic deposit 
of pledges for 2007.  Just let Leslie Harvison or 
Keith Dietzen know you want to do it and we 
will do the rest! 
 
End of year is the time to do tax planning.  If you 
haven’t thought about the SMM Endowment 
Fund, now would be a great time to consider it. 
 
 
 

Outreach News 

Donation/Ways to give time Opportunities: 
Nov 19th-Dec 10th:   I have a Dream Christmas gifts. 
Dec 8-10:  Weekend of Prayer for Darfur Dec 8th -10th   
This coincides with human rights day.  
www.democracyinaction.org/dia/organizationsorg/darfur 
Dec. 22nd:  IHN Evening Host opportunity 
January:  EFAA food collection 
 
 
 Si l en t  Au ct i on É  

Your help and attendance made the 
10th St. Mary's Silent Auction a huge 
success. We currently have made over 
$18,000 to benefit our churches many 
outreach programs. And we anticipate 
this amount will increase when parties 
fill up.  
 
You can still attend some of the parties 
and events that were available at the 
auction.  Marty McDaneld, Mary Kay 
Cicio, and Kathy Barnes have 
organized a party for children where the 
children will  build their own 
gingerbread houses 
on December 10th, after the 10:00 
service. The charge is $8.00 a child or 
$15.00 for a family.  Please contact 
Mary McDaneld if you would like to 
attend or if you have questions. (303-
666-0866) 
 
Information about other parties will be 
available at the kiosk at the back of the 
church.  
 
Thank you for supporting the silent 
auction.  It takes all of you to make it a 
success.  
 
Christina McNamara and Leslie 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Around the Diocese 
 
   Weekend of Prayer for Darfur, Dec. 8 – 10   The Weekend of Prayer for Darfur is timed to 
coincide with International Human Rights Day, which takes place on Dec. 10. Hundreds of 
churches, synagogues and mosques around the country are displaying banners. Each banner 
helps to raise awareness and can create another activist working to protect the people of Darfur. 
Please join thousands of other communities of faith on December 8, 9 and 10. The people of 
Darfur need your prayers. Your efforts will also be heard here at home, where our national 
leaders must be reminded that the people of Darfur need them to take action today.  More 
information about the Weekend of Prayer for Darfur, along with sample prayers, is available at the 
Save Darfur website.    
  
Sanctuary Youth Leaders’ Weekend, Jan. 12 – 14, Mother Cabrini Retreat Center, Golden. 
This weekend, sponsored by the Office for Faith Formation, will allow youth leaders to set aside 
their every day busy-ness and deepen their communion with Jesus.  There will be time to grow as 
a community, time to spend in solitude, time to rest and lots of relational activities and resources 
to take home.  Michael Hryniuk will be the weekend’s spiritual leader and facilitator.  Along with 
Mark Yaconelli, Hryuniuk created the Youth Ministry and Spirituality project, and developed 
Sabbath Retreat Weekends.  For more information, contact Holly Dorrance in the Office for Faith 
Formation at 303-837-1173, hdorrance@coloradodiocese.org.  Future Sanctuary weekends will 
host youth and young adults. 
  
Annual Spirituality Conference – Jan. 19 – 20, 2007 
Thomas H. Troeger, a Professor of Christian Communication at Yale Divinity School with roots in 
Colorado,  will be the featured speaker at the Spiritual Direction Colorado’s (formerly, the 
Committee on Spiritual Direction) annual Spirituality Conference in January.   Using his poem 
How Many Times We Start Again, Troeger will identify stages along the spiritual journey, and lead 
participants through times of silent prayer and personal reflection.   The Spirituality Conference is 
an annual event sponsored by Spiritual Direction Colorado (formerly known as the Committee on 
Spiritual Direction) and is open to all those interested in nurturing their spiritual growth.  The 
conference will take place in Denver Friday evening, January 19, and all day January 20.  The 
cost of the conference is $80. For more information about the conference, or to register, contact 
Mary Jo Starmer at mjstarmer@yahoo.com, or 303-431-8523. 
  
Faith Formation Training Weekend, Feb. 1 – 3, 2007, Diocesan Center and St. John’s 
Cathedral, Denver  The weekend includes several opportunities for training and skill building for 
those who work with children and youth.  A Godly Play training and accreditation session will run 
from Feb. 1 – 3, and costs $325.  For the brochure for this training, click here.  There will also be 
Children’s Ministry and Youth Leader Training sessions on Saturday, Feb. 3.  The fee for the 
Godly Play Teacher Accreditation will be $325. The fees for the Saturday training days will be as 
follows:  Early Bird Rate until January 5th: $35; Regular Rate until January 24th: $45; and Late 
Rate after January 24th:    $55.  For more information, watch the Training page in the Faith 
Formation section of the Diocesan web site, or contact Meg Stern in the Office for Faith 
Formation.  
  
Colorado Haiti Project Dinner, Feb. 10, Dagwell Hall, St. John’s Cathedral "A Heartbeat for 
Haiti: An Evening with Dr. Paul Farmer", will feature Haitian food, Haitian music and dancing as 
well as a presentation by Dr. Paul Farmer.  All proceeds will benefit the Colorado Haiti Project in 
Petit Trou des Nippes, Haiti as well as scholarships for medical students. For more information, 
contact Melissa Mahaney at the Colorado Haiti Project, 303-938-5021 or 
Melissa.mahaney@coloradohaitiproject.org. 
 



 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
     
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
         

1 

 
7 pm Book 
Group at 
Janie 
Pierre’s 

2 
 

 
5 pm Worship 
service 

3  
8am Worship 
9am Adult Forum 
10am Worship 
after service 
Daughters of the King 
Greeter’s Luncheon 
Youth Group 
4-5:30 6 & 7th grade 
5-6:30 8-12th grade 
 

4   

 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
11:30am Lectio  
               Divina 
12:30 pm EFM 
6:30 pm  
Centering Prayer 
6:45 Healing 
Prayer meeting 
7:30 Choir 
        practice 

6 
 
 
 

 

 
7 – 9 pm  
Labyrinth 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm  
EFM, Just Faith  

8 
9 – 11 am 
Mom’s 
Group  

9 
 
 
 
afternoon – 
Memorial service 
 
 
5 pm 
Contemplative 
Service 

10 
8am Worship 
9am Adult Forum  
10am Worship  
after service – 
Newcomer’s Brunch 
11:30 – 1 
Gingerbread House 
Making 
Youth Group 
4-5:30 6&7th grade 
5-6:30 8-12th grade 

 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
11:30am Lectio  
               Divina 
12:30 pm EFM 
               
5:00 pm Staff 
meeting 
6:30 pm 
Centering Prayer 
7:30 Choir 
        practice 

13 
 
 
5:30 pm Staff 
meeting 
6:00 pm Family 
Labyrinth Walk 
 
 
7 – 9 pm  
Labyrinth 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm  
EFM, Just Faith  

15 
 
     
 

16 
 
 
 
 
5 pm Holden 
Evensong service 

 
 

17 
8am Worship 
9am Adult Forum       
10am Worship 
 
 
5:30 pm Children’s 
Christmas Pagaent 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 
 
11:30am Lectio  
               Divina 
 
 
6:30 Centering 
         Prayer 
7:00 pm Vestry at 
Guilford’s 

20 
 
 
 
Newsletter 
deadline 
 
7 – 9 pm  
Labyrinth 

21 

 

 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
5 pm Worship 
service 

24 
9:00 am  Worship 
 
Christmas Eve 
Services 
4:30 pm, 7:00 pm and 
10:00 pm 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
6:30 Centering 
Prayer 
 

27 
 
 

28 

 

 

 

29 

 

30 

 
5 pm Worship 
service 

31 
8am Worship 
10am Worship 
 

      

 

St. Mary Magdalene Calendar of Events 
December  2006 



 
 
 

December  3 10 17 24 31 

Eucharistic 

Visitor 

Betty Frost CJ Jack Jeff Nieusma Bob & Lynn Dodge Janet Poley 

Greeter 8am Carol & Doug 
Ford 

10am The TEAM 

8am  
Kathy Madsen 
10am  
Shelby & 
Carolyn 
Kesterson 

8am Rob Sibley 

10am Jane 
Rogers 

9 am Carol & Doug 
Ford 
 

8 am Rob Sibley 

 

10 am Shiela & Don 
Martinson 

Healing 

Prayer 
8am Linda White 
10am Linda 
White, CJ Jack 

8am Betty Frost  
10am Healing 
Service 
 

8am Jane 
Carlson 

10am  
Judy Nieusma  
CJ Jack 

8am Jane Carlson 

10am  Jeri Chandler 

8 am RJ Harrington 

10 am Judy 
Nieusma, CJ Jack 

Lector/ 
Chalice 

Bearer 

8am Barbara 
Rumsey 
10 am CJ Jack, 
Hans L’Orange 

8am Debbie 
Royds 
10am Frank 
Lamb, Jeff 
Nieusma 

 8am Rob Sibley 
10 am Gete 
Bond, Mark 
Christie 

  

Ushers Robin & Patti 
Guilford 

Doug & Leslie 
Harvison 

Neal & Kay 
Ingram 

9 am- Dennis & Jenny 
Kapela 
4:30 pm  Lillie family, 
Chris & Christine 
McNamara 
7pm  Ricketts family 
10 pm Bill Andrews & 
Mark Chrisite 

Tim & Barb Beaton 

Acolytes 8am Emily 
Mulcare 
10am Amanda 
Chandler, Nick & 
Kate Nieusma 

8am Michael 
Sibley 
10am Joshua 
Chandler, Mark 
Lillie 

8am Corey 
Hollowell 
10am Heidi 
Chandler, 
Chelsea 
Drummond 

8am Patricia Hyde 
 
10am Jon Morreale, 
Meg Thornbury 

8 am Joel Hyde 
 
10 am  
Morgan Drummond, 
Cate Thornbury 

Nursery 
Helper 

RJ Harrington Kathleen 
Douglass 

 9 am Janie Pierre 

4:30 pm   
Juanita Redfield 

Heather Williams 

Coffee Hour  Tracy Kendall, 
Ruth Lindsay 

David Petroy Wanda Pearson Danny Hummer  

Youth 

Group 
Helper 

Laura Morreale Leslie Harvison    

                    Ministry Duties 


